Mr. Michael Wayne Gilbert

August 8, 1950 - May 15, 2022

Funeral services will be held at 12 p.m. Wednesday, May 18, 2022, at Village
Chapel for Michael Wayne Gilbert, 71, of Attalla, who died Sunday, May 15,
2022. Rev. John Wall will officiate. Burial will follow at Rainbow Memorial
Gardens.

Everyone acquainted with Wayne knew that he spent a total of 32 years in
prison, 17 of those in federal prison. He was convicted of bank robbery,
escape, and assault. He received a life sentence from the State of Alabama in
1998. Wayne made parole in 2009, however, he was placed back into federal
custody for a violation of parole. He was released on Jan 3rd, 2014, and went
into The Foundry re-entry program on January 9th, 2014.

Two life-transforming events happened to Wayne while at the Foundry. 1.
Pastor Mark’s discipleship class. That class gave Wayne an understanding of
God. Mark explained scripture to Wayne in a way that he had never heard
before. It was a huge part in Wayne giving his life to Jesus. 2. Wayne was
asked to interview with James Jones for the position of kitchen manager.
James was a big influence in Wayne’s life, and he helped Wayne take his next
steps in his relationship with God. Wayne was baptized and joined a Life
Group.

Everyone at The Foundry poured into Wayne. Never in his wildest dreams
could he have seen his life doing a complete turnaround. The people God put
in his life were amazing, and the blessings he received were bountiful.

Mr. Gilbert became a certified recovery specialist. He was very involved with



prison ministry and was elected to serve on the Board of Directors for Alethia
House. His relationships with his family were restored, and his life completely
turned around because of The Foundry and the Grace of God.

Wayne was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Helen Gilbert;
brother and sister-in-law, Bobby Lee and Rebecca Gilbert; and stepmother,
Laura Mae Gilbert.

He is survived by his sisters, Martha (Hugh) Douglas and Sue Holley (Vic
Kosky); a host of beloved nieces and nephews; and his extended family at
C.L.C.C. The Foundry Ministries.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the C.L.C.C. The Foundry
Ministries: https://foundryministries.com/donate-today/give-financially/
Pallbearers will be Hugh Douglas, Travis Douglas, David McGuire, Jon
Vaughn, Garrett Vaughn, and Tony Turner. Honorary pallbearers will be James
K. Jones, Erick Cox, Micah Andrews, Justin Mims, Matthew Lee, Robert Jelks,
George Shelton, Terry White, Arthur Willis, and Josh Norris.

Special thanks to Enhabit Hospice, especially nurse Stacy Johnson.

The family will receive friends from 10:30 a.m. until the time of the service
Wednesday at Village Chapel.



Cemetery Details

Rainbow Memorial Gardens

Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 18. 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Village Chapel Funeral Home

101 Vandell Blvd

Gadsden, AL 35904

(256) 547-5557
https://villagechapelfuneralhome.com

Service

MAY 18. 12:00 PM (CT)

Village Chapel Funeral Home

101 Vandell Blvd

Gadsden, AL 35904

(256) 547-5557
https://villagechapelfuneralhome.com


https://villagechapelfuneralhome.com/
https://villagechapelfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

He was my mentor, my guide, my wise counselor. But best of all, |
was blessed to call him my friend. Until we meet again Mr. G.

Brian Newton - May 18, 2022 at 03:40 PM

We enjoyed being around Michael at Tony and Candyce Turners
home on several occasions. | know he will be missed. He is seeing
heaven, a place where there is no sorrow. Fly high Michael! Pam &

Rusty Smith
Pamela Smith - May 17, 2022 at 04:07 PM
Pam and Rusty Smith purchased the Gracious La

vender Basket for the family of Mr. Michael
Wayne Gilbert.

Pam and Rusty Smith - May 17, 2022 at 03:59 PM

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of Mr. Michael Wayne Gilbert.

May 17, 2022 at 02:00 PM


https://www.villagechapelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.villagechapelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.villagechapelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.villagechapelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.villagechapelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mr. Michael Wayne Gilbert.

May 17, 2022 at 09:45 AM

Mr. Gilbert...that smile that lit up the whole room. What an
incredible testimony. | could sit for days and post memories and
impacts that he made. He was such a loyal friend and brother to
me. He stayed in contact with me even after we no longer worked
together. He was family and he was loved so very deeply. I'll never
forget you and I'm so thankful that God crossed our paths. Until |
see you again brother...l love you so much!!

Heather Lind - May 16, 2022 at 04:31 PM

Mr Gilbert was a true friend. He always greeted me with a hug and a
big smile and usually a Roll Tide. He touched so many lives at The
Foundry and CLCC. He loved BIG and it showed. | am grateful to
have called him my friend.

Micah - May 16, 2022 at 02:20 PM


https://www.villagechapelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.villagechapelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

